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Welcome

Our Mission

Dear Prospective High School Student, 

Thank you for your interest in Mercy Vocational High School. Over the next few 
months, you will be making a decision that will impact the rest of your life. We  
are extremely excited for you and hope that we can be of assistance while you are 
going through this critical decision-making process. Mercy Vocational High School 
is the only Catholic co-ed vocational high school in the country. This alone makes us 
unique, but we believe it’s the combination of our shops and faith-based values that 
is the cornerstone to our success.  

Along with academics and our unique shop choices, we provide opportunities to 
participate in community-service projects, Student Council, Yearbook, Latin Dancing 
Club, Diversity Club, soccer, basketball, cheerleading, track, cross country, baseball, 
softball and more. MVHS is alive with spirit!

Our students excel by hands-on experience. We invite you to get to know them  
and the wonderful faculty who make MVHS a great place to learn and thrive by  
attending one of our scheduled Open Houses or by making an appointment to see 
our school.     

Please do not hesitate to contact our Admissions Office at 215.225.1225  
ext. 115 with any questions. We hope you will consider Mercy Vocational  
High School.  

Sincerely, 

Sr. Rosemary Herron, RSM 
President 

“�No work of charity is more 
productive of good than  
the Christian education  
of youth.”

  �Catherine McAuley, Foundress of the Sisters of Mercy

Mercy Vocational High School is a private, urban vocational high school sponsored 

by the Sisters of Mercy. The school’s mission is to provide a Catholic education to 

those students whose educational and career goals are best served by a quality, 

comprehensive academic/vocational secondary school program. Students acquire 

marketable skills to enter immediately into their career vocation or to pursue  

post-secondary education. As a school community we seek to live the Gospel  

in word and action. We place the highest priority on the spiritual and moral  

development of our students and on their service to others.
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Academic Life
Mercy Vocational High School offers a four-year academic program designed to meet  
the education and career goals of students with varied interests and ability levels.  
MVHS offers credits in all academic disciplines required to earn a high school diploma  
in the state of Pennsylvania. The academic curriculum provides students with the tools 
they need to continue their education in a two or four-year post-secondary program  
or to enter the workforce immediately.    

MVHS uses state-of-the-art technology to enhance the academic learning experience. 
Every classroom has a SmartBoard, and every incoming freshman will receive a  
Netbook to ensure that he/she has access to the most up-to-date information.  

Because choosing a shop will have a life-long impact, freshman students follow the  
standard Archdiocesan curriculum and are required to take a Career-Exploration  
course which introduces them to the shop offerings and provides them with an  
opportunity to speak with professionals in the related fields and to get a sense of  
what types of positions might be available to them upon graduation.  

All students are required to complete: 

• four years of Math, English and Theology

• three years of Social Studies and Science

In addition to the normal course work, freshman students are required  
to complete: 

• Health/Physical Education, Computer Literacy, Library Skills, and Life Skills 

 

We Believe…
• Every individual has inherent worth and dignity.

• Moral and spiritual development is absolutely essential.

• �Our students are blessed with gifts and talents that  

are better served through vocational education.

• Risk-taking is essential for school improvement.

• �Within a culturally diverse environment, we can build  

tolerance, respect, and understanding.

• �Life-long learning is a shared responsibility of students, 

teachers, family, and community.

• All students are an investment in the future.

• We are called to serve others.
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Career and Technical Education Offerings 

Mercy Vocational High School’s career and technical education  
curriculum provides students with the opportunity to develop  
educational and career goals, receive on-the-job-training, and acquire 
entry level competencies. In addition, the program benefits students 
who are interested in pursuing post-secondary career education  
by providing them with a solid foundation to build upon. Most 
importantly, MVHS students benefit from a values-based education 
which instills an attitude of mutual respect and service to others.   

Currently, MVHS offers seven career and technical  
education programs: 

• Business Education
• Computer Technician
• Carpentry: Framing and Woodworking
• Cosmetology
• Culinary Arts
• Electricity
• Nursing Assistant Training Program

Cooperative Education

The “Co-op Program,” a joint venture between Mercy Vocational 
High School and area business and industries, offers Mercy seniors 
on-the-job training in their chosen career fields. The program is  
offered to any 12th grade student who has acquired the basic  
academic/technical skills, demonstrates good attitude and work  
habits; has an acceptable scholastic, conduct, and attendance  
record; has the recommendation of his/her instructors, guidance 
counselor, and the school principal; and has completed the  
required state-mandated hours where necessary.

Co-op students go to their places of employment after  
completing their required morning academic classes and average  
approximately five hours per day in their work environment.  
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Building Trades Academy

Carpentry 

The Carpentry Program at MVHS offers a sequential learning experience that  
provides students with a solid theory and technical foundation for pursuing a variety 
of career-path options. Over the three years of coursework, areas such as hand/power 
tool use, trade-related machine operation, cabinetmaking, architectural drafting/ 
design, print reading, and residential and commercial construction are incorporated 
into the curriculum.

Students begin with carpentry fundamentals such as safety and power tool usage and 
move on to more advanced skills. By senior year, the carpentry and woodworking 
students are finishing the framing for houses in the carpentry shop at the school. 
Students in this program gain real-world experience throughout their time at MVHS 
through the execution of projects at the school including the construction of a  
full-scale home designed and constructed by Mercy Building Trades shop students.    

Certification: National Center for Construction Education & Research (N.C.C.E.R)

Electricity 

The Electricity Program at MVHS prepares students for continuing education and/or 
entry-level employment in the residential, commercial or industrial electrical field  
with an introduction to HVAC/R (Heating Ventilation, Air Conditioning and Refrig-
eration). Students become familiar with the use of hand tools, power tools, equipment, 
and trade terms used in electrical careers. In accordance with the national electric-code 
requirements, students are trained in the layout, installation, testing, troubleshooting, 
construction operations, and maintenance of electrical systems and equipment.  

The course of study includes work with meters, test equipment, controls, and motors. 
Proper safety procedures are emphasized. Electricity students at MVHS are trained to 
support the infrastructure of the hospitality and tourism industry’s construction and 
maintenance operations within the City of Philadelphia. Electrical students are well 
prepared to take apprenticeship tests with the hope of continuing their careers.  

Certification: National Center for Construction Education & Research (N.C.C.E.R)
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Service Academy
Culinary Arts

The Culinary Arts Program is designed for students who wish to pursue  
post-secondary education in culinary arts and/or enter the hospitality industry  
at an entry-level position or greater. Students in the Culinary Arts Program  
learn food preparation, food/cost ratio formulations, menu planning, inventory  
control, commercial equipment, basic cooking and pastry skills, restaurant  
management, and safety and sanitation instruction. Sophomore culinary  
students prepare lunches on a daily basis for approximately 60 faculty and  
staff, putting their newly learned skills into immediate practice. On occasion,  
all of the culinary students use their skills by providing in-house catering. 

Certification: 
• Management First 
• Nutrition  
• �ServSafe, which was developed by the National Restaurant Association’s  

Educational Foundation. Every restaurant in the state of Pennsylvania is  
required to have one credited person on duty per shift.  

Cosmetology 

The Cosmetology Program provides both classroom theory and hands-on practical 
training that are relative to the beauty industry. It is a three-year state-board-regulated 
program in which students are required to complete 1,250 hours allowing them to  
obtain certification and practice with an operator’s license. Mercy cosmetology  
students earn their state-board-required hours and must register to take the  
state-board exam before they graduate. Upon passing the exam, students receive the 
Pennsylvania State Cosmetology License that will allow them a promising future  
in providing services in nail care, hair care, and skincare. 

Certification: Pennsylvania State Cosmetology License

Nursing Assistant Training Program

The Nursing Assistant Training Program (NATP) prepares students for health careers 
over a period of three academic years and exceeds the 75-hour minimum curriculum 
provided in other certified nursing-assistant programs. Extended laboratory practice 
and clinical exposure ease the transition from high school student to health-care 
worker. At the end of junior year, students qualify to sit for the PA nursing-assistant 
certification examination. Upon passing the exam, students are licensed by the state of 
Pennsylvania to give care to patients in health care and receive their CPR certification.

Certification: PA Nursing Assistant and CPR certification 
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Business Academy

Business Education

The Business Education Program is designed to prepare students for the kind of  
competitive business atmosphere prevalent in today’s work environment. All business  
students are exposed to the 2007 Microsoft Office Suite, including Word, Excel, 
Outlook, PowerPoint and Access. The goal is to enable our students to earn MCAS 
(Microsoft Computer Application Specialist) certification in these areas, providing 
future employers and educators with an important indicator of our students’ level of 
expertise. In May 2002 MVHS became an official training center for the certification 
Program. Included in the Business Education Program are courses in keyboarding, 
general business, accounting, computer applications, office technology, and use of 
social networking for promoting business and networking with professionals. Students 
achieve an understanding of employment opportunities throughout the Philadelphia 
area and can participate in the Co-op program during their senior year.   

Certification: Microsoft Word, Excel, PowerPoint and Access

Computer Technology 

The Computer Technology Program is designed to provide students with a foundation 
for continuing their education or applying for entry-level employment in computer 
technology. Students gain valuable skills in computer repair, learn how to properly 
install and upgrade hardware and software, and are taught how to troubleshoot tech-
nical problems. The goal of this program is for students to be CompTIA A+ certified 
by the end of their junior year. The CompTIA A+ exam is a two-part exam, testing 
knowledge of hardware as well as software and operating systems. Each student is 
also encouraged to earn his/her Certiport IC3! (Internet and Computing Core Certifi-
cation). This certification is the standard for the industry’s entry-level technicians. In 
senior year, upon successful completion of the exam, students may begin working in a 
Co-op employment position in a local business. Students will graduate with the skills 
necessary to be effective and efficient computer service and repair technicians.  

Certification: CompTIA A+ and IC3
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Get Involved
A well-balanced experience is essential to the success of young  
people. At MVHS, we offer a variety of extracurricular activities  
providing students with many clubs and teams to suit their  
individual interests. We believe it is important for students to  
participate in service projects and to develop friendships while  
engaging in activities in which they share a common interest.  

MVHS Sports 

• Baseball
• Cheerleading
• Cross Country
• Girls’ and Boys’ Basketball

• Girls’ and Boys’ Track and Field
• Soccer 
• Softball

MVHS Community Service  
Organizations and Clubs 
• Community Service Corps
• Diversity Club
• Latin Dancing Club
• Media Club

• Mercy Honor Society
• Student Council
• Yearbook
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Alexandros Chatzistamatis ’07

MVHS Shop: Computer Technician 
Current Job: Network Support Specialist 
Philadelphia Police Department

Alex has been working with the Philadelphia  
Police Department since July 2008. He provides total 
IT support for more than 6,000 sworn and civilian 
personnel on a daily basis, which includes over 5,000 
networked devices. He is responsible for making  
sure the 911 Emergency System and the laptops 
outfitted in the patrol cars are communicating at all 
times. In September 2009, he enrolled as a full-time 
online student at Pierce College and has maintained 
at 4.0 GPA. Alex believes that he would not be where 
he is today if it wasn’t for his invaluable education  
at Mercy Vocational High School.   

 

Devin Payne ’07

MVHS Shop: Electricity
Current Job: Electrician 1  
Philadelphia Water Department (PGW)

Devin has been working with PGW for four years.  
He began his career as a Co-op student during his 
senior year at Mercy Vocational High School. His 
responsibilities include preventive maintenance 
for motors and motor control circuits, installation 
of lighting and control circuits, and maintaining 
a 13,200 volt switch gear. He intends to continue 
his professional development and to be a long-time 
employee of PGW. Devin chose MVHS because he 
knew he would be prepared to enter the workforce 
immediately with the marketable skills and  
certifications that our school has to offer.

Migdalia Gonzalez ’04

MVHS Shop: Cosmetology 
Current Job: Interactive Marketing &  
Social Media Specialist

Migdalia graduated from The Art Institute of 
Philadelphia with a degree in Fashion Marketing 
in 2008. She works as a Marketing and Social 
Media Specialist where her responsibilities include 
educating clients about social media and web 
marketing tactics, market and industry research, 
creating social media plans, executing, tracking 
and reporting on social campaigns. She loved her 
experience at MVHS and everything the school 
had to offer. She is grateful for the teachers and 
faculty who went above and beyond to help her 
reach her full potential. Migdalia is also a licensed 
cosmetologist and is often called upon by friends 
and family members to help them look beautiful.

Successful Alumni
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