





Dear Prospective High School Student,

Thank you for your interest in Mercy Vocational High School. Over the next few
months, you will be making a decision that will impact the rest of your life. We

are extremely excited for you and hope that we can be of assistance while you are
going through this critical decision-making process. Mercy Vocational High School
is the only Catholic co-ed vocational high school in the country. This alone makes us
unique, but we believe it’s the combination of our shops and faith-based values that
iS the cornerstone to our success.

Along with academics and our unique shop choices, we provide opportunities to
participate in community-service projects, Student Council, Yearbook, Latin Dancing
Club, Diversity Club, soccer, basketball, cheerleading, track, cross country, baseball,
softball and more. MVHS is alive with spirit!

Our students excel by hands-on experience. We invite you to get to know them
and the wonderful faculty who make MVHS a great place to learn and thrive by
attending one of our scheduled Open Houses or by making an appointment to see

our school. “NO WOI’k Of Charlty |S mOI’e
Please do not hesitate to contact our Admissions Office at 215.225.1225 p rod uctlve Of good than

ext. 115 with any questions. We hope you will consider Mercy Vocational

High School. the Christian education

Sincerely, 79
. of youth.
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Sr. R((:;semary Herron, RSM Catherine McAuley, Foundress of the Sisters of Mercy
President

Mercy Vocational High School is a private, urban vocational high school sponsored
by the Sisters of Mercy. The school’s mission is to provide a Catholic education to
those students whose educational and career goals are best served by a quality,
comprehensive academic/vocational secondary school program. Students acquire
marketable skills to enter immediately into their career vocation or to pursue
post-secondary education. As a school community we seek to live the Gospel

in word and action. We place the highest priority on the spiritual and moral
development of our students and on their service to others.



® Every individual has inherent worth and dignity.

® Moral and spiritual development is absolutely essential.

® Our students are blessed with gifts and talents that
are better served through vocational education.

® Risk-taking is essential for school improvement.

Academic Life

Mercy Vocational High School offers a four-year academic program designed to meet
the education and career goals of students with varied interests and ability levels.
MVHS offers credits in all academic disciplines required to earn a high school diploma
in the state of Pennsylvania. The academic curriculum provides students with the tools
they need to continue their education in a two or four-year post-secondary program

or to enter the workforce immediately.

MVHS uses state-of-the-art technology to enhance the academic learning experience.
Every classroom has a SmartBoard, and every incoming freshman will receive a
Netbook to ensure that he/she has access to the most up-to-date information.

Because choosing a shop will have a life-long impact, freshman students follow the
standard Archdiocesan curriculum and are required to take a Career-Exploration
course which introduces them to the shop offerings and provides them with an
opportunity to speak with professionals in the related fields and to get a sense of
what types of positions might be available to them upon graduation.

All students are required to complete:
e four years of Math, English and Theology
e three years of Social Studies and Science

In addition to the normal course work, freshman students are required
to complete:

e Health/Physical Education, Computer Literacy, Library Skills, and Life Skills

® \Within a culturally diverse environment, we can build
tolerance, respect, and understanding.

e Life-long learning is a shared responsibility of students,
teachers, family, and community.

e All students are an investment in the future.

® \We are called to serve others.






Building Trades Academy

Carpentry

The Carpentry Program at MVHS offers a sequential learning experience that
provides students with a solid theory and technical foundation for pursuing a variety
of career-path options. Over the three years of coursework, areas such as hand/power
tool use, trade-related machine operation, cabinetmaking, architectural drafting/
design, print reading, and residential and commercial construction are incorporated
into the curriculum.

Students begin with carpentry fundamentals such as safety and power tool usage and
move on to more advanced skills. By senior year, the carpentry and woodworking
students are finishing the framing for houses in the carpentry shop at the school.
Students in this program gain real-world experience throughout their time at MVHS
through the execution of projects at the school including the construction of a
full-scale home designed and constructed by Mercy Building Trades shop students.

Certification: National Center for Construction Education & Research (N.C.C.E.R)

Electricity

The Electricity Program at MVHS prepares students for continuing education and/or
entry-level employment in the residential, commercial or industrial electrical field

with an introduction to HVAC/R (Heating Ventilation, Air Conditioning and Refrig-
eration). Students become familiar with the use of hand tools, power tools, equipment,
and trade terms used in electrical careers. In accordance with the national electric-code
requirements, students are trained in the layout, installation, testing, troubleshooting,
construction operations, and maintenance of electrical systems and equipment.

The course of study includes work with meters, test equipment, controls, and motors.
Proper safety procedures are emphasized. Electricity students at MVHS are trained to
support the infrastructure of the hospitality and tourism industry’s construction and
maintenance operations within the City of Philadelphia. Electrical students are well
prepared to take apprenticeship tests with the hope of continuing their careers.

Certification: National Center for Construction Education & Research (N.C.C.E.R)






Business Academy

Computer Technology

The Computer Technology Program is designed to provide students with a foundation
for continuing their education or applying for entry-level employment in computer
technology. Students gain valuable skills in computer repair, learn how to properly
install and upgrade hardware and software, and are taught how to troubleshoot tech-
nical problems. The goal of this program is for students to be CompTIA A+ certified
by the end of their junior year. The CompTIA A+ exam is a two-part exam, testing
knowledge of hardware as well as software and operating systems. Each student is
also encouraged to earn his/her Certiport IC3! (Internet and Computing Core Certifi-
cation). This certification is the standard for the industry’s entry-level technicians. In
senior year, upon successful completion of the exam, students may begin working in a
Co-op employment position in a local business. Students will graduate with the skills
necessary to be effective and efficient computer service and repair technicians.

Certification: CompTIA A+ and IC3






Successful Alumni

Devin Payne 'O7

MVHS Shop: Electricity
Current Job: Electrician 1
Philadelphia Water Department (PGW)

Devin has been working with PGW for four years.
He began his career as a Co-op student during his
senior year at Mercy Vocational High School. His
responsibilities include preventive maintenance

for motors and motor control circuits, installation
of lighting and control circuits, and maintaining

a 13,200 volt switch gear. He intends to continue
his professional development and to be a long-time
employee of PGW. Devin chose MVHS because he
knew he would be prepared to enter the workforce
immediately with the marketable skills and
certifications that our school has to offer.












