								



								September 30, 2009
Dear Parents/Guardians of Ninth Grade Students,
As I mentioned to you on Back to School night, ninth grade students will be taking the Differential Aptitude Test (DAT) on Monday, October 5, 2009.  This test measures the ability to learn or succeed in various career focused areas.  It also presents information about occupational areas which match a student’s interests.  The results will be shared with you at meeting in April when shop selection is discussed.  The results will also be shared with the students in their Career Exploration classes.
This is a very important test.  Students need to be in school and on time.  Testing will take place from approximately 8:30am until 2:45pm. There will be two breaks for students during testing in addition to their full lunch period.  They will be dismissed from school at the regular time.  Students who are absent must make this test up after school.  This will involve staying after school on three consecutive days.
The students will be tested in five major areas:
Verbal Reasoning – Verbal reasoning measures the ability to see relationships among words.  This is important for success in academic courses and many occupational fields. 
Numerical Reasoning – Numerical reasoning measures the ability to perform mathematical reasoning tasks.  This is important in the occupational fields of building trades, culinary arts, and business.
Mechanical Reasoning – Mechanical reasoning measures the ability to understand basic mechanical principles as applied to machines, tools, and motion.  This skill is important in the occupational fields of electricity, plumbing, HVAC, automotive repair, heavy machinery operation, and computer technology.
Spatial Relations – Spatial relations measures the ability to visualize the shape and position of objects when shown only pictures or patterns.  This skill is important in the occupational fields of design, carpentry, engineering, art, architecture, and cosmetology.
Language Usage – Language usage measures the ability to detect errors in grammar, punctuation, and capitalization.  It is important for building sound communication skills.  Language and communication is imperative in all occupational fields but especially in journalism, business, law, and nursing.  It is also necessary should a student either want or need to further their education.
As you can see, the DAT will be extremely helpful when choosing a shop area, so thank you in advance for stressing the importance of this test to your sons/daughters.


Maria Mangano, M.ed
Director of Career Services
