Study Guide for the Short Story

Elements of the Short Story

A. Character:	The people and animals involved in the story.  You should be able to identify how they act, think, and feel.  

· Indirect Characterization:  The author tells the reader about the character’s thoughts, speech, and actions and leaves it up to the reader to decide what the person is like.  For example:  “Ken was helpful.  When Ken was finished eating, he immediately cleared the table.”

· Direct Characterization:  Reader does not have to form an opinion about the character from his thoughts, speech, action, because the author says what the character is like.  “Bart Cameron is an impatient man.  He becomes most impatient when he’s working on his income tax.”


B.Setting:	The time when and the place where the events of the story happen.  You can tell what the setting is by looking for words or phrases that tell when and where.

C.  Plot:	The sequence, or order, of important events in a story, that makes a point or brings out a reaction in the reader.  The plot has a beginning, middle, and an end.  The events are planned to get the reader interested in the story.

Usually the events that make up the plot can be divided into three (3) elements, or parts.
1. Plot Structure:

a. Rising Action is the part of the plot where a problem situation develops and the action builds up.

b. The Turning Point is the highest point of the action.  The characters find a way to solve the problem.

c. The resolution is the last part of the plot.  The problem is solved, and readers learn how the characters react.

2. Suspense:

A quality that produces feelings of curiosity and tension in the reader, because the reader is not sure what will happen next. The suspense keeps you reading the story.

3. Conflict:

a.  Types of conflict:

i.   Character v. character
ii.     Character v. nature
iii.	    Character v. self
iv.     Character v. God
v.	     Character v. nature
vi.      Character v. society



