Ms. McCafferty

Email : smccafferty@mercyvhs.org
Phone Ext: 170

American Literature ~ Grade 11

Course Objective:
In this course you will explore the development of American literature from Colonial Times to the Twentieth Century.  You will read short stories, poetry, plays and novels by important authors in American literature.  You will examine and compare the content, themes, literary devices and styles of writing in these texts.  In this course you will work to enhance your written and oral communication skills through intensive writing and presentations.  And you will develop your mastery of the English language through the study of grammatical functions and vocabulary.  
Course Texts: 

Silver Globe Fearon American Lit. Textbook 

Green United States in Literature Textbook 
Of Mice and Men – John Steinbeck

The Great Gatsby – F. Scott Fitzgerald

To Kill a Mockingbird – Harper Lee

“A Raisin in the Sun” – Lorraine Hansberry

Supplies:  All class materials MUST be brought to class each day.  That includes the text we are working on and all notebooks, folders and planners.  Failure to bring materials will result in demerits for lack of preparation.  
TWO notebooks 


-one for note taking



-one for reading logs

- a third notebook will be kept in class for journal writing

Folder for handouts

Writing Instruments – pencils and pens

Grading Policies:  Assessment is weighted equally so that you are fairly evaluated for the work that you do (homework, journals); the knowledge you gain (quizzes and tests); and the skills you demonstrate (writing assignments and oral presentations).  Each of these components is worth 30% of your total grade.  Class participation will account for the other 10%.    You can see the break down below.  
Class Participation and Attendance – 10%

Journals – 10%  

Homework: reading log, daily assignments – 20%


Quizzes and Tests – 30%


Writing Assignments and Oral Presentations – 30%

Guidelines:

• Prayer – Each class will begin with a prayer.  This is a time to center yourselves before the madness of class gets underway.  Prayer time must always be respected.

• Timeliness – You are expected to get to class on time.  This means getting here in time to have all appropriate work out on your desk at the start of class.  Demerits for lateness will be issued.

• Preparation – Obviously, I expect all homework to be done.  Your homework constitutes a large percentage of your grade and will always be checked either in class or be collected.  Also, a student without his or her notebook or textbook is unprepared for class.  It will effect your participation grade, as well as be worth demerits.

• Participation – I expect every student to participate in class at some time.  There will be many opportunities to make your voice heard in class.  Disruptive participation will effect your participation grade and be worth demerits.  
• Respect –  This is the last but most important part of the guidelines.  I expect you to show respect for everyone in the class at all times.  This includes your classmates, teacher and yourself.   I will always show you the respect that I expect back.  I will tolerate nothing less.

